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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 

CONGRATULATIONS 
James Attwood and Danian Makeham had a very successful time at 
the Build a Bridge project. Again our students showed their talent and 
skill especially when working as a team. 

THANK YOU  
- Mrs Walsh, Mr Mann for their organisation of the GATS Maths and 
Science Day last Wednesday. This was part of the Riverina Highlands 
Learning Community gifted and talented focus across all high schools 
and partner primary schools. If you missed the story on Prime news 
with Zoe Watson, Makara Smith and Joseph Murray then the link is 
below: 

News Video - Prime7 
- Yahoo!7.wmv

 

- The other teachers involved in the day were Saugato Mukerji 
(Gundagai HS), Lynne French (Gundagai PS), John Sewell (Tumut HS), 
Vanessa McGrath (Tumbarumb HS), Tara Jeffcoat (Tumut HS) and  
Bruce Norton from Department of Education and Communities Wagga 
Office.  

- Mr Armstrong and Mr Crane for interviewing Year 10 students 
regarding their subject selections. It is important that students make 
their choices considering their interests, ability and future goals. This 
process is the beginning supported transition for students into their 
Stage 6 of their learning. 

New School Leaving Age 
Effective from January 1st 2010, the amendments to the Education Act 
provide that a student must remain at school until they have: 
- Completed Year 10  OR 
- Turned 17 ….. whichever comes first 
 
A student who has completed Year 10 and is not yet 17 must continue 
his/her schooling unless he/she participates on a full time basis in: 
- Approved education or training OR 
- Paid work (average 25 hours per week) or a combination of approved 
education and paid work (must be above 15 years of age to be in paid 
work). 
 
As part of the transition from school to work, students in Year 10 have 
had discussions with Mr Armstrong and Mr Crane about the pattern of 
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Term 4  10th Oct – 16th Dec. 
 

DATES FROM THE CALENDAR: 

Term 3 

Week 6 

 Thursday 25
th

 August 
Year 7/8 Excursion to Junee 
 

Week 7 
 
 Tuesday 30

th
 August 

         Bikes for Bibles riders in MPC  
         4-5pm 

 
Week 8 
 
 Monday 5

th
 September 

Start of Year 11 Exams 
 

2011 Higher School Certificate 
written examinations 

commence:- 
Monday 17th October 2011. 
Year 12 students will have 

scheduled learning activities 
until at least Thursday 22nd 

September 2011, the second 
last day of Term 3, 2011. 

 

mailto:gundagai-h.school@det.nsw.edu.au
http://www.gundagai-h.schools.nsw.edu.au/
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school study and/or a combination of work and/or TAFE in support of their career goals and the 
achievement of relevant qualifications before and after leaving school. 

Any students wishing to be part of a work experience program should be in contact with Mr Armstrong. 

All students’ participation in such a program will be considered on its merits as part of a transition from 
school to work. 

Year 6 into 7 Transition Program 
Mr Marffy is the Year 7 Adviser for 2012 and will be organising times to visit our partner Primary Schools 
to meet with the students and he will be organising other activities up until the Orientation Day on 
Monday 5th December, 2011. 
   
SUBJECT SELECTION REMINDER Students should have had their Subject Selection forms returned by  
Friday 26th August. 
 

Jennifer Miggins 

Principal 

 

 

DEPUTY PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 

School Certificate abolished from 2012 
The NSW Government has announced the School Certificate will be abolished from next year. Minister for 
Education, Adrian Piccoli, said the decision was made after consultation with principals, teachers, parents 
and all school sectors. 

“The message from stakeholders was that the School Certificate no longer meets the expectations of 
employers. It has not responded to changes such as the increase in the school leaving age, and the 
introduction of NAPLAN testing," he said. 

Mr Piccoli said he had requested the Board of Studies conduct further consultation to make 
recommendations about an alternative credential. This year's School Certificate external tests will be 
conducted on schedule in November. 

School life covered from A to Z 
Practical help for parents and carers to assist their child’s learning and development is now available as 
part School A to Z – a new online school community.  

School A to Z, developed by the NSW Department of Education and Communities, includes a website 
(www.schoolatoz.com.au), free mobile apps and social networking through Facebook and Twitter. 

The site is a go-to resource for parents looking for homework/study support and resources for their 
children, and includes hundreds of plain English definitions on classroom terminology, printable help 
sheets, ‘how to’ videos and advice from teachers and other experts. 

School A to Z also includes: 

 Helpful advice and information to support children’s wellbeing, emotional and physical 
development, including healthy lunch box recipes. 

http://www.schoolatoz.com.au/
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 Resource and tips that encourage and promote safe and appropriate use of technology. 

 Opportunities for parents and the community to contribute content, share ideas and join in 
discussions, including the School A to Z Facebook and Twitter channels. 

 A translation aid for users from non-English speaking backgrounds. 
The free mobile apps, developed for smartphones and iPad, will enable even the busiest of parents to have 
access to these resources.   Check out the School A to Z website (www.schoolatoz.com.au), Facebook page 
(www.facebook.com/schoolatoz) and Twitter account (www.twitter.com/schoolatoz ) 

 

Simon Bridgeman 
Deputy Principal 

 

FRONT OFFICE NEWS 

School Newsletter 
Students and any parents who visit the school are able to collect a copy of the newsletter from the Front 
Office mid-week each fortnight.  Alternatively, you may have the School Newsletter emailed to you in PDF 
format.  This would be a smaller downloadable file with no need to have an up to date version of Microsoft 
Office installed on your computer.  A FREE Adobe Reader program is available to download from the 
internet if it hasn’t already been installed on your computer. 

If you would like this to happen, please forward an email to gundagai-h.school@det.nsw.edu.au and we 
will add you to our growing distribution list. 

 School Uniforms 
An order for Uniforms will be placed next week. If you wish to order I suggest that you get in early due to 
the delay in supply.  I have three size 14 navy jumpers in stock at a cost of $75 if you are interested. 

Subject Contributions 
Invoices for unpaid contributions will be posted home in the next week. For your convenience an 
instalment system can be arranged. Direct Debit is also available. 

Barbara Ballard 
School Admin Manager 
 
 

ENGLISH/HSIE NEWS 

English 

Year 7 and 8 students are currently reading about Ghosts in Literature. This unit looks at the many texts in 

which ghosts make an appearance. These texts include Shakespeare’s Hamlet, The Canterville Ghost by 

Oscar Wilde, The Lion King and a number of short stories. The focus of this unit is on the role ghosts play in 

literature and not whether ghosts actually exist. There are, however, many legends about ghosts and 

students are also investigating these legends as well. Students are on the look-out for any stories about 

local ghosts, particularly the mysterious B Block ghost at Gundagai High.  

Students will also visit a “haunted house”, Monte Cristo in Junee, on Thursday 25 August to investigate one 

of the local legends further. We look forward to reading some interesting ghost stories that these students 

will create towards the end of this unit of work.  

http://www.schoolatoz.com.au/
http://www.facebook.com/schoolatoz
http://www.twitter.com/schoolatoz
mailto:gundagai-h.school@det.nsw.edu.au
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Gifted and Talented Students   

Gifted and talented writers have been very busy over the last few months learning some of the finer points 

of creative writing and preparing their own short stories. In conjunction with other high schools and 

primary schools in the area, a select group of students from Years 7 and 8 have taken part in two writing 

days and have written their own short stories. A selection of these stories will be published later this year 

and we look forward to seeing the final product in what has been an excellent learning experience for 

those involved.  

History 

Year 10 Excursion to Canberra    

On Thursday 4 August Year 10 History students visited the War Memorial in Canberra. The excursion was 

organised to enhance the student’s understanding of the experiences that Australian soldiers had during 

the Vietnam War. Students also visited the Careers Expo at the Australian Institute of Sport and found out 

more about their possible future careers.   

 

MELBOURNE SHOW STEERS 

Preparations for the Melbourne Show are now well underway and the animals are coming along. The year 

9/10 Agriculture class have gone through the process of designing a ration ensuring the animal’s protein, 

energy and dry matter requirements are met. The recent rain has made things a bit muddy and restricted 

handling opportunities, but the students are keen and give up their lunchtimes 3 times per week to work 

the cattle. Most recent weights were AbE (Abingdon Station) 385 Kg, Bong (Bongongo Angus) 413 Kg, Tiff 

(S&M Luff) 390 Kg, Shrek (GHS x Bongongo Bull) 658 Kg, Gundy (GHS x Bongongo Bull) 450 Kg. Average 

weight gain overall so far has been 1.2 Kg/day.  

Jamie and David Elworthy have continued to 

provide the grain and hay for the ration and I am 

very appreciative of their support. I wish to also 

thank Michael and Tony Hunt who recently 

donated 2 big squares of oaten hay for the steers 

program to supplement the grain mix; this too is 

very much appreciated.  

D Chadwick – Agriculture Teacher 

 

 

Photo: 

Tiffany Smart and Kyle Ireland who will be travelling to Melbourne with ‘Tiff’ and ‘Gundy’. 
Brad Piper and Dean McGuire hold ‘Bong’ and ‘Shrek’ 
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CADET TEAM NAMED FOR NATIONAL TITLES 

The GHS cadet unit recently named their starting team for the upcoming National Titles at Myuna Bay in 

October. 

The team is James Petty, Kyle Ireland, Christopher Lewin, Chase Shaw, Daniel French and Veronica Britt as 

crew leader. Reserves for the team are Tiffany Smart, Shaun Bawden, Terry Watson, Andrew McLeay, 

Joseph Field, Jamie Evans and Sabrina Meurs. 

The team trained on Sunday and were able to make significant improvements in their times from the 

previous Sunday training a fortnight ago. They were able to knock 10 minutes off and complete the Tanker 

and Ladder task in just less than 8 minutes. This is 1 minute 30 seconds outside the record for the task set 

at previous Nationals. 

The two teams did well with the 2 Lines, 2 Lengths task with just the tight fittings on new hoses costing 

them valuable seconds.  

Training is every 2nd Sunday on the common at 1 pm (meet at GHS at 12:45 pm) and it is important that all 

the team and the reserves continue to train so that each cadet knows their role for the set tasks. (D. 

Chadwick- Cadet Coordinator) 

 

 

 

Photo: 

James Petty, Chase Shaw, Kyle Ireland and 

Christopher Lewin carry the casualty Veronica 

Britt under the watchful eye of Cadet Coach 

Brian Lewin. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
August 

 
THE LATEST NEWS FROM CSU 
Information for consideration in your next school newsletter  
 
Are you looking for a career in Pharmacy?  
Pharmacists represent the major component of continuing healthcare for the community. Charles Sturt University 
(CSU) is looking for students who have all-round skills to become the future pharmacists of Australia. CSU’s Bachelor 
of Pharmacy incorporates diverse practice such as community or hospital pharmacy, dispensing, medication 
management and health counselling to equip graduates with skills for immediate employment. Ample opportunities for 
employment exist for graduates as there is a recognised demand for skilled practitioners, particularly in rural and 
remote areas. Although your ATAR mark is a requirement, applicants must also complete a supplementary form and 
attend an interview to ensure every student holds the necessary academic and personal characteristics to succeed in 
this industry. 
 
PREP – an early entry program 
Applications for the CSU Principal’s Report Entry Program (PREP) program close on 19 September so it’s a good 
time to find out more about this opportunity. PREP is a great way for academically talented students from high 
schools in the non-metropolitan areas of NSW, ACT and Victoria to get their foot in the door at Charles Sturt 
University (CSU). To be eligible, a Year 12 student needs to be identified by their school principal as a consistent 
achiever with the potential to succeed in university studies. CSU offers many courses to undergraduate students. For 
more information, visit www.csu.edu.au/oncampus/getting-to-uni/prep  

CSU launches Doctors 4 the Bush 
Do you think we need more doctors in rural areas?  Would you like to study medicine at Charles Sturt University 
(CSU)?  CSU has submitted a detailed proposal to the Federal government asking for help to establish a new 
Medicine and Health School in rural NSW to increase opportunities for rural students to study medicine, and to get 
more doctors working in rural areas in the long term. This will benefit both students interested in studying medicine 
and residents of regional and remote Australia. To support this proposal, find Doctors 4 the Bush on Facebook, follow 
on Twitter @doctors4thebush or go to www.doctors4thebush.org.au. 

 

 
Find us at these upcoming events 
MyDay, Dubbo – 16 August 
Northern Careers and Employment Expo, Epping – 16 August 
Ballarat Careers Expo – 22 August 
MyDay Creative Industries, Wagga Wagga – 23 to 25 August 
Science in the Bush, CSU Orange – 1 September 
 
 
 
 
 

 DIVISION OF MARKETING 
 
 

For all inquiries about Charles 

Sturt University courses, please 

contact info.csu on:  

 

T: 1800 334 733  

F: (02) 6338 6001  

E: inquiry@csu.edu.au 

W: www.csu.edu.au 

 

http://www.csu.edu.au/oncampus/getting-to-uni/prep
http://www.doctors4thebush.org.au/


    
 

 

Public Health Unit 
Covering Murrumbidgee and Southern Local Health Districts 

PO Box 3095 Albury NSW 2640 
Tel  02 6080 8900   Fax 02 6080 8999 

Website www.gsahs.nsw.gov.au/publichealth/ 
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FAMILY PORTRAIT FUNDRAISER 

Saturday 29th October 2011 
 

Gumnut childcare Centre invites you to participate in our Family Portrait Fundraiser.  

advancedlife Professional Photographers will provide you with a Framed Family 

Portrait for only $15 (valued at $130).  

For your $15, you receive a 10 x 13 inch print (in colour OR black & white), a 

matching frame and a bonus keyring with a family portrait photo to fit.  100% of this money is retained by 

Gumnut CCC. 

Please contact Kim, Alana or Gumnut Staff on 69441889, or gumnut1@westnet.com.au to reserve your 

photography session before they’re all gone!  Our fundraiser will be held on Saturday 29th October 2011 – 

on-site at Gumnut 136 West Street Gundagai . 

Additional photos will be available for purchase at no obligation.  These 

additional photos include: Portraits, Gift Cards, Bookmarks, Calendars – 

featuring your Family Portrait & other photos taken on the day, with a 

Complete Package for only $179.00. 

There are four rules for participation in this fundraiser: 

Rule 1 Minimum of two generations in the Family Portrait 

Rule 2 No person may appear in two separate fundraising Family Portraits (exception of separated 

couples) 

Rule 3 An adult family member appearing in the fundraising Family Portrait must be present to collect & 

view their family portraits (or able to make alternative arrangements) 

Rule 4 Families must sit for a minimum of three separate poses on the day 

Please help Gumnut CCC raise valuable funds by participating in our upcoming advancedlife Family Portrait 

Fundraiser.  Invite your neighbours and friends - Family Portraits provide memories to be kept & cherished 

by the entire family for years & generations to come.  

 
 

mailto:gumnut1@westnet.com.au
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