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 NEWSLETTER 

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE    Simon Bridgeman 

Annual Awards Ceremony 

Our annual awards ceremony will be 

on Friday 9 December starting at 

1.30pm. 

We will be holding this in the schools 

MPC and families are welcome to 

attend. This is a great opportunity to 

celebrate our students academic 

successes for 2022. 

2023 changes to school structure 

In 2022 we introduced a Stage 4 class 

(Yr 7 & 8 combined), this was to 

provide greater flexibility and support 

to students in differentiating the 

curriculum and improving student 

educational outcomes. During term 3 

the school sought feedback from 

students, parents and teachers as to 

the success of this initiative.  As a 

result the school will be continuing 

the current Stage 4 model, and 

adopting a similar approach for Stage 

5 in 2023. 

Curriculum class structure for 2023 will 

be as follows- 

Stage 4 – 1 x Year 7 Gold class, 1 x Year 8 Blue Class and a combined Yr 7 & 8 Green class. 

Stage 5 - 3 x Year 9 & 10 classes. 

SCHOOL CALENDAR 2022 

Our full school calendar is now available anytime online through 

Sentral at: 

https://gundagaihs.sentral.com.au/webcal/calendar/1 

NOVEMBER 

 Term 4 2022 

Monday 28 

• Year 6 into Year 7 2023

parent information night in the

school library

Tuesday 29 • Year 6 Orientation – all day

DECEMBER 

Tuesday 6 
• Wellbeing Excursion –

Stage 4  - Movies / Bowling

Thursday 8 
• Wellbeing Excursion –

Stage 5 - Jamberoo

Friday 9 
• Presentation day commencing

1.30pm

Tuesday 13 
• “Big Bash” Cricket – Manuka

Oval

Wednesday 14 
• Colour run during sport –

whole school

Friday 16 • LAST DAY for students and staff

JANUARY 

 Term 1 2023 

Friday 27 • Staff return to school – SDD 1

Monday 30 • Staff only – SDD 2

Tuesday 31 
• Years 7, 11 and 12 students

return today

FEBRUARY Wednesday 1 
• ALL students come to school

today

https://gundagaihs.sentral.com.au/webcal/calendar/1
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Please note :- The school is currently analysing performance data collected throughout 2022 to 

place students in appropriate classes for 2023. 

Sport structure in 2023 will also be slightly modified and will be as follows- 

Stage 4 will run under an integrated sport model. This means students will 

have individual sport lessons in their class group throughout each week. 

These lessons will align with the skills and games they are learning in PDHPE lessons. They will not 

participate in the traditional Wednesday sport activities. 

Stage 5 students will continue to operate under the tradition Wednesday sport structure. 

However we are moving this to between our two breaks so that staff and students are not 

participating in sporting activities during the high temperature part of the day. 

Stage 6 students may have normal lessons during Wednesday sport or if eligible they will be 

allowed to utilise flexible time to study at home.  

Stage 6 students are only eligible to have flexible time if they have completed the compulsory ‘Stage 

6 Life Ready’ course completed all assessment tasks by due dates. 

2023 School bookpacks will again be available from the school canteen.  

The P&C arrange bookpacks specific for Year groups from Year 7 -10. These can be 

purchased prior to the end of the year or during the first few days of 2023. Please 

see price list on the next page. 

Yondr Pouches progress 

A quick update and thank you to all the staff, students and families for your 

support in implementation of the Yondr pouches.  

Teachers are experiencing an increase in student engagement in classrooms, 

our playground is more active in conversation and games. Negative referrals 

and behaviours to do with social media and  inappropriate mobile use have 

also decreased due to this implementation.  

As a result of the positive effects this is having on the school learning and social environments, 

Gundagai High School will be continuing the Yondr pouch program into the future. 
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TRANSITION for YEAR 7 2023 

After four weeks of Wednesday afternoon visits from next year's year seven students, our 

transition program for 2022 has nearly come to an end.   

 

Students have enjoyed a range of activities across most of the subject that we offer, including 

making timber coasters, working with negative numbers, creative writing, and working together 

to make original music and art, as you can see in the accompanying image. 

 

Teachers have thoroughly enjoyed working with the students, and very much look forward to 

beginning the students' high school journey in the classroom next year.  

 

To the students: As your stage coordinator, I look forward to meeting your families on Monday 

evening at 5:30 pm for a brief information session, and enjoying your company once again for 

your first full day of high school on Tuesday. It has been wonderful watching what you are all 

capable of so far and I cannot wait to see what's possible from here.  

 

Mr Fish  

Stage 4 Coordinator 
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HSC VISUAL ARTS 

 

Artist statement: Tazmin Makeham 

‘Navigating My World’ is inspired by the land in which I grew up. I come from a family with a long 

history of farming and throughout my whole life it has been instilled in me how to respect and 

appreciate the land. My Body of Work showcases the many different aspects of the land from the 

changing colours and textures, and also the agricultural use of the land. I have incorporated 

topographic map symbols which relates to the title of my work as I navigate my connections to 

the land. My artmaking practice was inspired by artists John Wolseley and Julia Roche through 

the use of unconventional watercolour application techniques and exploring the natural textures 

of world into my artmaking.  
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Artist statement: Natalia Shimpf  

‘Molecular Dis-ease’ represents my struggle with the ongoing illness my father suffered until his 

death late last year. My Body of Work displays the molecular structure of leukemia and the fear I 

have of its hereditary nature. These artworks represent the multiple layers of grief and fear I am 

experiencing due to my loss. My artmaking practice has been a natural process exploring my 

father’s condition and working through my emotions. Artists Cherry Hood and Amy Parrish 

influenced my techniques with the bleeding of the watercolour paints and the softness of my 

father’s portrait.   
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